S c h o o l

19 February 2021 Term 1 Week 4

For your diary

Ta l k

Principal’s Perspective

Week 5
Wednesday 14 February
IEP Meetings

It’s all about growth!

Thursday 25 February
Zone Swimming Carnival, Orange
Aquatic Centre
IEP Meetings

Childhood is a time when pretty much everything revolves around growth. Our kids
love to measure themselves up against the wall to see how tall they are getting, or
up against us!! Feet grow way faster than we expect, and we seem to be constantly
needing to go through all the shoes and buy bigger ones. Finger and toenails, hairthey all keep growing and we are routinely needing to trim back and tidy up our
children so they look presentable.

Week 6

In our classrooms we see growth in the number of kids on seats- and boy we are
growing! It’s been so good to welcome new friends into each classroom this term.

Friday 5 March
The Big Splash: K-2 Swimming Carnival

Week 7
Monday 8 March
State Swimming, Blacktown

Week 9
Thursday 25 March
K-2 Dundullimal Excursion, Dubbo

Week 10
Tuesday 30 March
Hearing Tests
Thursday 1 April
3-6 Cross Country, Dubbo
K-2 Cross Country, Wellington
Last Day of Term 1

Notes home
K-2 The Big Splash
Medical Forms
Media Permission
Local Excursion Permission
Hearing test permissions

We also measure growth in learning. We can track a student’s progress in reading,
in spelling, in how fast they can complete their times tables. It’s so motivating for
children to see how far they have come in all sorts of areas in their learning. At WCS
we celebrate every win, no matter how small, because we know that growth
happens one step at a time. When growth in learning happens in a great leap it is
cause for great joy because we can see that things are falling into place at the right
time.
This year at WCS we are implementing a teaching method called Explicit Direct
Instruction (EDI). EDI has been proven over many years of research to be the most
effective way to engage students, to ensure deep understanding of new concepts
and to continually check for understanding throughout the lesson. We have
undergone initial training and will continue to work with our mentors throughout
the year to refine our teaching skills. EDI will enable us to keep a close track on
every child’s progress as they learn new skills and concepts. We are already seeing
improvements in student engagement and confidence.
During each EDI lesson students will:
Know the learning objective- what they will be able to do at the end of the
lesson.
Listen carefully when the teacher explicitly demonstrates and explains the new
concept.
Have a chance to show their understanding in multiple ways so the teacher can
ensure all students have grasped the new content.
Practice the skill or demonstrate on their own or with a partner.
Have a chance to go over the skill or content again with the teacher if they
need to.
Review the common ways we all might get confused or make a mistake.
Learn that making a mistake is a good thing! It leads to clearer understanding.
As you can see, this method of teaching supports every child to really take hold of
their learning! EDI classrooms are energised, hard-working and focused. I am
excited to see how far our students will grow this year!
Blessings,
Jo Blatch
Principal.
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T a l k

Left K-2 Sport: Students are
learning the basic skills
needed for Table Tennis for
the next few weeks.
Below 5-6 Art: Mrs Blatch is
teaching students, using
digital technology to draw &
edit their self portraits with
iPads.

Left: Mr
Breen
with
some
helpers,
keeping
our
grounds
spick &
span.

Community Notices

Wellington Oxley Museum
Wellington Oxley Museum is celebrating
International Women’s Day and will have
an exhibition celebrating the women of
Wellington. Come along and hear stories
of the town from the past and today!
The exhibition is free with the $5 entry to the museum.
Museum is open Tuesday, Wednesdays 1.30-4.30pm,
other times by appointment.
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Above: Miss Sloane is doing great
work integrating our Friendzy
Program with Cultural Groups. Our
students are identifying their
emotions & learning to be great
friends. She has also taken groups
out to use our newly installed
Yarning Circle.
Right: Carpet for our new rooms
are now laid! It won’t be too long
now before K-1 and 1-2 will be able
to move in.
Right: K-1 class have been learning
their shapes (Ezra made a
rectangle!)
and
they
have
completed a 100 piece puzzle.
Below: 3-4 enjoying their STEM
creations.
Year 3-4 students receiving their
Swimming Ribbons from our recent
Swimming Carnival.

Praise and Prayer Points

Zone Swimming Carnival

Praise Points:

Praise God that our 2 new classrooms are almost
finished!

Praise God for the building grant from the Federal
Government.

Praise God for the new students starting next week.
Prayer Points:

Pray for Dubbo Christian School and Dubbo Christian
Preschool.

Pray that all the paperwork for our new classrooms will
go through without a hitch!

Congratulations to the following students who made it
through to Zone Swimming next Thursday at Orange Aquatic
Centre: Nash Adams, Xavier Pandey, Grace Maurice, Desi
Adams, Eden Pandey & Tim Cassel.

F O R PA R E N T S
Dress Uniform: Monday & Tuesday
Sport Uniform: Wednesday—3/4
Thursday—K-2
Friday—5/6
Students can choose to wear sports uniform on another day
(they can only choose Wednesday, Thursday or Friday)
other than their sports day listed above.

OurWCS: https://ourwcs.wellingtoncs.com.au
If you haven’t already logged on, I
encourage you to do so. This is
where you will be able to see
your child’s class page, view the
newsletter, download notes that
have been sent home, view the
calendar,
and
read
news
items. We are still working on
adding content to the site so
please check back regularly.

Head Lice
Please be vigilant in checking your child/ren’s hair
regularly and retreat if needed. If you child/ren
have long hair, please braid or bind it tightly.

Existing families, you would have
received an email last year from
our IT manager Shane Negen on
19 August 2020, with your

New Phone number
You may have received a phone call from 54824 3803, this is
our new office number that we will be calling out from. Our
other number, 6845 1999 is still in use.

Student Residential Information 2021
As per government guidelines, WCS must provide residential address
and other information as required under the Australian Education
Regulation 2013 (Cth).
We are required to provide names & residential addresses of
students, parents/guardians as well as student educational level.
Please advise the school of any address change as soon as possible.

IMPORTANT Changes to COVID-19 procedures for
visitors to school.

username & password.
New families—you will have also received an email recently
with these details.
Once logged in there is a ‘Change Password’ link on the lefthand side. If you are having difficulties logging on please email
Shane
Negen,
the
ICT
Manager,
at
shane.negen@wellingtoncs.com.au

From the Library
Library Days—Please send children in with a book bag if they
would like to borrow a book.



K/1– Friday
1/2—Wednesday
3/4 Wednesday
5/6—Wednesday



Library is also open at lunchtime on Wednesday & Friday.



Lost Book Update
Well Done Students! 5 books have been returned, students
are able to have an extra 5 minutes at recess—Mrs Blatch will
decide which date. Don’t forget……..
10 books returned = 10 minutes extra at lunch.
20 books = free play at computer time.

Parents who are briefly visiting the school, e.g. to drop off
or pick up children, will no longer be required to sign-in on the
register.
Visitors who attend WCS for meetings, interviews, events,
volunteering or contractors will need to sign in AND sign out
AND register on the NSW Dept. of Health website using the
QR code.
If you don’t have a smart phone admin staff will need to
enter your details via a web form.



We are able to host community events outdoors at school,
after hour with restrictions.




Playgroup will be able to return in Term 2.

Parent volunteers in classes are now permitted. All
volunteers will need to be inducted by the Admin staff.

